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Safeguarding Policy 
Portsmouth & Southsea Fencing Club (PSFC) acknowledges the duty of care to safeguard and promote the welfare of children, young people and adults at risk*. 
This policy aims to ensure that regardless of age, ability or disability, gender, race, religion or belief, or socio-economic background, all children and adults: 
• have a welcoming, positive and enjoyable experience of fencing at PSFC in a safe environment 
• are protected from abuse whilst participating in fencing
• know how to report a concern and are confident they will be taken seriously
The club is committed to ensuring safeguarding practice reflects statutory responsibilities, government guidance and complies with British Fencing requirements. 
The coaching staff are DBS checked and have up-to-date safeguarding qualifications and first-aid certificates. 
The club elects a Welfare officer to its committee who is the first point of contact for concerns regarding safeguarding and welfare. The Welfare Officer will also be DBS checked and have completed the relevant training. 
As part of the Safeguarding Policy PSFC will: 
• promote and prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children, young people and adults at risk
• ensure robust safeguarding arrangements and procedures are in operation
• ensure the Committee and Club Coach(es) understand their roles and responsibilities in respect of safeguarding and are provided with appropriate learning opportunities to recognise, identify and respond to signs of abuse, neglect and other safeguarding concerns relating to children and adults at risk

• ensure appropriate action is taken in the event of incidents/concerns of abuse and support provided to the individual/s who raise or disclose the concern 
• ensure that confidential, detailed and accurate records of all safeguarding concerns are maintained and securely stored 
• prevent the employment/deployment of unsuitable individuals by recruiting and selecting staff and volunteers safely, ensuring all necessary checks are made
The policy and procedures are promoted in the club and are mandatory for those involved in PSFC. 
Failure to comply with the policy and procedures may result in dismissal/exclusion from the club. 

Reporting a concern:
We follow the British Fencing Association’s advice on procedures to respond to concerns about incidents or allegations of abuse or poor practice.
In the event that there are concerns a fencer may be subject to physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect the club Welfare Officer should be contacted. 
Welfare Officer:  Abi Mansfield 
Email: welfare@psfencing.co.uk 
To contact British Fencing with a non-urgent safeguarding concern: https://www.britishfencing.com/welfare-zone/report-a-concern/
If you are concerned about the immediately safety of a child, young person or adult at risk and action needs to be taken urgently then you should contact the Police by dialling 999 and then contact British Fencing’s Lead Safeguarding Officer on the emergency 24hr safeguarding number: 07526 003030 immediately.

Further information about British Fencing’s welfare policy is available at their website: https://www.britishfencing.com/welfare-zone/

British Fencing Welfare policies and other information https://www.britishfencing.com/policy-zone/welfare-policies-guidelines

* The terms ‘child’ and ‘young person’ describe any person under the age of 18. ‘Adults at risk’ refers to anyone over 18 who has any health or social care needs (irrespective of whether or not those needs are being met by social care) and who are unable to safeguard themselves as a result. Some people will be vulnerable due to their learning disability or mental health needs, and there are also those adults who are at risk due to a specific circumstance they may find themselves in.

Portsmouth & Southsea Fencing Club Policy date: 18 Feb 2026 
Review date: 18 Feb 2027
image.png
1‘» TPorfsmoufh &

Southsea
Fencing Club





